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                         COMING EVENTS  
 

  
Nov 2   African Violet & Gesneriad Show, Burwood RSL, 96 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood 10-4pm 
Nov 6   NOVEMBER MEETING: Bob Ballinger—Rose Convention in China 
Nov 10  Upper North Shore & Hill Regional Branch of the Rose Society, Spring Show, Galston  
   Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston. 
Nov 22  KHS Christmas Dinner at Terrey Hills Golf and Country Club (see below) 
Nov 23  Cacti and Succulent Society of NSW Spring Show, Hawkesbury Showground, Clarendon 
   9am—3.30pm. 
Dec 3   DECEMBER MEETING and Christmas Supper 

Hi 
 
It was a cold nippy sort of night for our October Meeting but it did not stop 75 enthusiastic gardeners turning out to 
enjoy themselves and exchange notes with old friends. Our President opened the meeting, welcoming all members, 
visitors and our two guest speakers. She then gave a summary of the Society’s activities over the last month. 

 
MEMBERS’ NEWS 
Christmas Dinner—Friday, 22 November 2019 at the Ter rey Hills Golf and Country Club, 116 Booralie 
Road, Terrey Hills, commencing at 6.30 pm.  Cost—$60 per person.  This will be a very pleasant evening with fine 
food and good company. There will be drinks served on arrival followed by a two course dinner with wine included. 
Again this year we will be able to select our meal ahead of time from a choice of two main courses and two desserts. 
Please let Helen Gilkes know (9144 4826) if you would like to sit with friends otherwise a table will be arranged for 
you. A booking form is included with this newsletter. The closing date for bookings is Friday, 15 November 2019. 
 
Maureene and Keith Smith’s Huge Plant Sale on Sunday, 13 October  raised over  $10,000 for  the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation. What a great effort—well done, Maureene and Keith! 
 
The Rose Society of NSW—Upper North Shore & Hills Regional Branch, are holding their  Spring Show on 
Sunday, 10 November at the Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston.  Whilst some exhibition classes 
are for members only, quite a number of classes are open to the public including classes in the Horticultural and Culi-
nary Sections.  A schedule for this show will be available at the November meeting, please help yourself. KHS mem-
ber and chairperson of the show, Kate Stanley will be available to answer any questions.  This is a very beautiful 
show with so many wonderful roses on display, plus other interesting things to see and possibly purchase. 
 
We are pleased to report that Rosemary Ladd is making good progress after her most unfortunate illness whilst away 
with the Society in Toowoomba.  We would like to thank fellow traveller, Dr Yvonne McMaster (Wilson), for her all 
her help and advice leading to Rosemary’s hospitalisation.  Rosemary is now home and on the mend. We also had 
one other person who needed to visit the Emergency Department (fortunately not a serious incident) and in both in-
stances the availability of the Personal Information Form was of great help to the paramedics and medical staff  in 
both hospitals.  Please remember to bring it on any trips you come on with the Society. 
 
The Society now has a new website which we urge members to check out.  It can be accessed by using the existing 
address www.khsgardenclub.org.au.  There is a wealth of information on the new site and all official documents and 
forms can be accessed there, including the Personal Information Form which we urge members to use when travel-
ling on an outing with the Society.   



The Members’ Garden Ramble was a great success this year. The three gardens of Patricia Gibson, David Pratt and 
Yvonne and Warwick Wilson were just delightful and we were blessed with splendid weather.  Many thanks to those 
who opened their gardens.  We are now looking for some new volunteers willing to open their gardens next spring. 
Please let the Secretary know if this could be you. 
 

Stop Press:  The KHS Propagation Group made a very 
healthy $941 at the Turramurra Flea Market on Saturday, 26 
October—a great result by all the hard-working and dedicated 
members.  If you would like to join this group or would like to 
know more about it, please contact Maureene Smith on 9427 
3550 or at a meeting.  Pleasingly, we were able to give out quite 
a number of our brochures which hopefully will result in some 
new members. 
 

OUTINGS  
Both outings for this year, to Toowoomba and the Southern 
Highlands, have been successfully completed.  Planning has now started for outings in 2020 and the Outings Com-
mittee would welcome ideas from members on places they would like to visit.  Please contact the Secretary or Ted 
Shaw with your suggestions.   
 

SHOW BENCH 
We had an excellent Show Bench and the iris took pride of place. A point to be noted is that the tall bearded iris will 
usually only bloom once a year although there are a few cultivars that will repeat-flower. Orchids put on a fine show. 
The potted plant section was excellent with many fine plants but regrettably we could only award two prizes. As we 
have come to expect, the Decorative section had a number of excellent exhibits. 
 

TRADING TABLE 
The Trading Table did a roaring business, at a rough guess there would have been well over a 100 plants in excellent 
condition for sale. Some new members joined the ranks of those selling and there were many excellent and unusual 
plants for sale. Sellers will receive their money less the Society’s 10% commission at the November meeting. The 
Trading Table operates twice a year so you have until next March to grow some plants to sell. Why not give it a go! 
 

RAFFLE 
The lovely Fuchsia was purchased by your Society from Honeysuckle Nursery in Turramurra. To have a chance of 
winning a fine plant and other prizes, all you have to do is give the person selling the tickets $2 for 3 tickets. 
 

MAIN SPEAKER 
Our Main Speaker was James Carrick who earlier in his career was a professional arbor-
ist. He now teaches at  the Ryde School of Horticulture. James gave an excellent and well 
illustrated talk on trees. He opened his talk with a beautiful slide of 500-year-old Angel 
Oak (Quercus virginiana) which is a lovely old oak tree growing in South Carolina USA.  
James commented that people often make the comment that “sometimes my tree makes 
me nervous” and he suggested that this is the time to call in the arborist to assess the 
health of the tree. A series of slides followed showing the various ways a professional 
arborist goes about checking a tree’s health. James showed how a specialised drill takes a 
small cylinder of timber from the trunk. As we all know, a tree puts on a new growth ring 
each year and by studying the core sample a very good idea of the health of the tree can 
be formed. It can  also be determined how a tree has reacted to the amount of water it re-

ceived as rain. In addition, by examining the trunk and bark closely, it can be determined if the tree is under attack 
from the outside by rot or insects. A non-invasive way to determine the health of a tree is by using a hammer with a 
nylon striking surface to strike the trunk and listen to the sound. This will give a very good idea of the condition of 
the trunk under the bark and it can be determined whether the tree is rotting on the inside.  Another tool in the arbor-
ists’ armoury is sonic topography used to produce a cross section of the tree trunk. This can be examined and the ap-
propriate conclusions arrived at. Another series of slides showed how a prevailing wind can twist the trunk of a tree. 
Rubbish accumulating in the fork where two branches divide can cause rotting. James explained that there is not 
much you can do with a tree whose bark has begun to delaminate (peel away from the trunk) as it is destined to die 
eventually. Sometimes a tree will overload at the top resulting in bulges appearing in the trunk near ground level and 
cracking in  the ground.  Quite often this will self correct by the tree growing a stronger root system on the opposite 
side to the loading. Once a tree has been propped up, it will always depend on the prop which then cannot be re-
moved.  James showed several pictures of the insects that attack trees such as the jewel beetle and the longicorn bee-
tle. Leaking sap can be an indication of the presence of borers but often the tree can correct this problem by smother-
ing the insect with its sap. 
 A member asked if there were any good books  available on trees and their protection.  James promptly supplied the 

 

 



following short list: 1. Stupsi Explains the Tree by Claus  Mattheck. 2. New Tree Biology by Alex Shigo  3. The Hid-
den Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben  4. The Tree by Colin Tudge. He also recommended an aborist—Wayne Plumb 
of Plumb Trees (0434 043 100). 
 
Main Speaker—November:  Our  main speaker  for  November  will be Bob Ballinger .  Bob will speak on his re-
cent visit to China to attend an International  Conference of Roses and his travels in China after the Conference. 
 

MEMBER SPEAKER 
The guest member speaker was Daniel Low, President of the Camellia Research Society, who gave a well illustrated 
talk on his favourite subject, Camellias, and the Camellia Congress held in 2018 in Nantes, France. This Congress is 
held every two years in various parts of the world including one in Japan, the home of many Camellias. It is a gather-
ing of many expert growers from all over the world and is where many camellias are exhibited for the first time. On 
the way to France, Daniel and his wife took a short diversion to County Cork in Ireland where they found many ca-
mellias in full flower in private gardens but many without a name.  Moving on to Nantes,  they visited a series of local 
gardens which proved very interesting. They were shown a root-ball binding machine in one garden (used for trans-
porting large mature camellia trees). While in France, a side trip was made to Biarritz on the far south Atlantic coast 
near the Spanish border. If you lived in high society in Victorian times, this was the place to be seen. Even today there 
are many Victorian era buildings and many fine old gardens, all carefully looked after. This is Basque country and it 
shows in the cuisine of many of the restaurants. No visit to France by a gardener would be complete without a visit to 
the famous gardens of Versailles  In a quiet corner was the grave of Napoleon. Another ‘must do’ was a visit to 
Monet’s garden where Monet derived inspiration for many of his paintings. Daniel pointed out that unfortunately 
many of the camellia flowers seen throughout the trip had been attacked by petal blight which fortunately we do not 
have yet in Australia. On the way home, a stop was made in Prague to visit the Botanical Gardens to see a ‘blue’ ca-
mellia grown in a green house. 
 
Member Speaker—November:  Our member speaker will be Keith Smith who will talk on ‘Watering your Pots’. As 
it looks like we are going to have a hot very dry summer, water usage should be in the mind of all keen gardeners. 
Keith regularly looks after the water needs of over a thousand pot plants so he will know from experience how to get 
the most out of the least amount of water. Don’t miss this talk! 

  
►  When walking around your garden, keep an eye on your 
roses. As the weather warms up, all those nasties like black 
spot, grey mould and their friends will be starting to get out 
and about. Keep a spray of Mancozeb Plus handy. This is a 
milder form of Mancozeb, the ‘Plus’ is more sulphur and 
less Mancozeb.  Eco fungicide is also a very good organic 

spray.  For both,  spray under and over the leaves. 
 
►  Did you have a good show on your spring flowering bulbs this year? They will probably be all finished by now 
and the foliage will be laying down looking rather untidy. If it has turned yellow and dried out, remove it and dump it 
in the compost heap. If it is still green, leave it until it turns yellow and dries out even though it looks untidy. This is 
to let every last bit of goodness go back into the bulb to be stored for next year’s flowering.  
 
►  It is Dahlia planting time again and if you want a good show of flowers through summer and autumn, it is time to 
get the tubers in the ground. Dahlias are usually a big soft plant which can be very easily damaged by the wind so put 
a stake in the ground alongside the tuber while you know exactly where the tuber is. There is nothing worse than find-
ing out a month or two later that you have driven your stake right through the tuber. Once your tuber shoots, keep an 
eye out for snails as they love the young shoots. Use a snail killer based on iron chelate or EDTA. Snail baits based on 
metaldehyde are dangerous to pets and children. 
 
► How are your tomatoes going? Once they start fruiting they can be helped along with a dressing of a complete fer-
tiliser such as Gro Plus but make sure you water it in well. The ripening of well developed clusters of fruit can be 
speeded up by putting a loosely tied brown paper bag over them. It gives them a warmer atmosphere and traps a small 
amount of ethylene gas which speeds up the ripening process. 
 
►  Everything points to a hot dry summer. Consider buying some 50 or 70 percent shadecloth and make up some 
shade mats that can be thrown over your favourite plants when the news tells you that tomorrow’s temperature is 
headed north of 30°C. Once made, they can be used  over and over again.  If you wish to put a neat touch to them, 
punch a few holes along the edges and put in a few brass eyelets together with some tie-down string. This will stop 
your netting blowing away if a strong wind comes up. You will now have a shade cloth that will last for years and has 
not cost you a large sum of money. 
 
►  One way of keeping your plants’ roots cool during the hot weather is to put a good thick layer of mulch on top of 
the soil. Sugar cane mulch is a good one but it does break down fairly quickly as does pine bark. Hard wood chips are 
the longest lasting mulch that is readily available and will last several years.  
 

 HUGH’S CORNER                 
           WHAT SHOULD I 
                     BE  DOING  IN 
                                 MY GARDEN? 

 



 
 

► Natives usually bloom well during November, particularly the wattles.  A mass of bright yellow flowers can look 
spectacular and the temptation to plant one is strong. The main thing to remember about wattles is that the majority 
of them are short lived. Five years to ten years will see many of them finished. And at least one, the Cootamundra 
wattle, has been declared a noxious weed by many Councils. 
 

►  Did you forget to plant out your Gladiolus? You still have time - they will just flower a bit later in the summer. 
Keep the water up to them. Once the leaves start to appear, watch out for thrip as they love them. Spray with Mav-
rik under and over the leaves. 
 

 Question?   I have had a large grassy lump of a shrub ap-
pear in the corner of my backyard  garden. The seed might 
have been brought in by a bird. It has flowered this year for 
the first time and has put out a stem about a metre long that 
looks like a big feather duster. 

Answer: Your ‘feather duster’ sounds very much like a clump of pampas grass. Pampas grass is usually number one 
or two on most Councils’ list of Noxious Weeds.  Carefully get rid of it in the garbage bin not the compost bin. 
 

Question?   I wish to grow some fuchsias in my backyard garden. What sort of soil do I need and can I plant them in 
the shade? I have quite a large tree that throws a fair bit of shade into the yard but the yard still has a lot of light. 
Answer: Fuchsias like a cool fairly shaded area which has plenty of light.  They do well where other sun loving 
plants would be unhappy. Fuchsia  like a rich well drained soil with a mulch of compost or manure. They are shallow 
rooted so once they have matured, don’t dig around the base of the plant.  Fuchsias like to be kept moist, however in 
very hot weather they can go into shutdown mode and drown if watered very heavily. If very hot weather is predict-
ed. then water well the day before. They should be fertilised with one of the good liquid fertilisers for flowering 
plants like Aquasol or Thrive. 
 
Question?  I have some African Violets growing on a window sill and up till now they have done very well, requir-
ing very little maintenance and producing lots of lovely flowers. However lately I am starting to find green leaves 
with dried out edges. What is going on?  I water the plants regularly and the rest of the plant seems to be okay. 
Answer:  These signs point to a lack of potassium in the soil. Try to keep your soil  pH in the range 6.5 - 7.5. Have a 
look around your garden centre fertiliser section and see if you can find a complete African Violet fertiliser. It is usu-
ally in a small plastic bottle. Manutec also produce a powder form which needs to be dissolved. Use this as directed 
and it should solve your problem. 
 
Question?   I have a fine chrysanthemum in my front garden and normally I have no trouble with it. However, this 
year many of the leaves have gone quite pale. They appear to be healthy enough but lack their normal green colour. 
What has gone wrong? 
Answer:   The lack of green colouration is called chlorosis and is usually caused by a lack of iron in the soil. Have 
you been using lime in the general area?  Too much lime will also produce this.  Go along to your garden centre and 
look for iron chelate. It will be in a  packet, not a large bag. Iron is essential for plants so they can make chlorophyll 
and make its photosynthesis process work. Iron chelate is not poisonous—use carefully as directed on the packet. 
 
Question?   I want to spray my orange tree with Natrasoap organic insecticidal soap spray. Is there any withholding 
period before I can pick my oranges? 
Answer:   Natrasoap is a soap-based spray for the control of many mites, aphids, thrip and white fly on fruit and veg-
etables. It is ideal for use in organic gardens. It is biodegradable and leaves no residue. Don’t use if the soil is dry or 
the plants need watering. Don’t use it on tender plants. Spray early in the morning or late in the evening. Like all 
sprays, treat it with respect and read the label first before you do anything.  
 

 
 

 
      
      QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

Decorative:  ‘A Hand-held Spring Posy’ 


