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COMING EVENTS  
KHS meetings remain cancelled for  the time being due to COVID-19. However, at the time of writing, the Sydney 
Royal Botanic Garden, Mt Tomah and Mt Annan Botanic Gardens are open but many of their  facilities are 
closed (Calyx included). The cafes in each of these are now open but for take-away food and beverages only.  The 
amazing art exhibition ‘Plants’ will be hung in the Lion Gate Lodge from 25th July until 2nd August—entry free. 
Out of town, Wildwood Gardens, 29 Powells Road, Bilpin have advised that their garden, nursery and café will re-
open on 7th August.  Travelling further afield, you can visit Windyridge, 25-27 Queens Ave, Mt Wilson which is 
open 7 days of the week.  Mayfield Gardens in Oberon is also open 7 days of the week.  Paradise Botanical Gardens, 
147 Cherry Lane, Kulnura is open on 1st and 2nd August. The Illawarra Grevillea Park at Bulli will be open from 10-
4pm on 4/5 July and 11/12 July. Eryldene, 17 McIntosh St, Gordon open 11/12 July 10-4pm, refreshments available.  
Please check out the current status of these venues before travelling. 
 

MEMBER NEWS 
Membership Renewal:  Membership subscr iptions are due on 1st July 2020.  
This year your committee have reduced the cost to $15 for a single and $20 for a 
double because of the number of meetings and other activities that have been 
missed this year due to COVID-19.  Please fill in the subscription form which is 
included with this newsletter, making sure that you include your email address.  
Your subscription should be mailed to Helen Gilkes, 20A Normurra Avenue, 
North Turramurra 2074.  Direct debit is available this year as well as cash or 
cheque. If paying by direct debit, please send your completed subscription form 
to Helen. This is important as it is needed to check that we have your details cor-
rectly recorded. 
 
Garden Clubs of Australia are again offering their 2021/22 Calendar and there is information attached if you are 
interest in obtaining one or more copies.  It is a very good publication and certainly worth a look.  The cost to 
members is $8 a copy which you pay directly to the publisher and it will be sent to your home address.   
 
Quite a few of you have already had a look at our Facebook pages and we have had a number of very interesting and 
lovely contributions.  It would appear that there is quite a lot to look at in our gardens, even in the depth of winter.  If 
you have not yet joined our merry band, we suggest you look us up by going to https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2273344029640713/about/.  If you are on Facebook already, go into its search engine and type in Ku-ring-gai 
Horticultural Society Inc.    Click on the request to join.   The Facebook Group administrator will check our list to 
confirm that you are a paid up KHS member and will then add you as a member. If you are not on Facebook as yet, 
you will need to create a profile. It is easy.    Here is a link to a simple guide: https://www.wikihow.com/Set-up-a-
Facebook-Account. The KHS Facebook group is private to members only.   We look forward to meeting up online, 
in the meantime check out some of the interesting posts already there. 
 
We are hoping that in spring we will be able to hold our garden ramble and have lined up some great gardens for you 
to visit.  We will give you more details as and when we can. In this newsletter, we are bringing you our usual advice 
columns written by our resident Garden Guru, Hugh Myers.  In addition, there will be contributions from some of 
our other members on a variety of topics which we hope you will find of interest.   
 

SHOW BENCH POINT SCORE COMPETITION 2019/2020—Results 
As we announced last month, the competition was closed after the March meeting as we were unable to hold any 
further meetings (it runs from July to June each year).  The overall winner was Aubrey Knowles, closely followed by 
Sue and Bob Ballinger and Ted and Nancy Shaw.  The top ten competitors were:  1. Aubrey Knowles, 2. Sue and 
Bob Ballinger, 3. Ted and Nancy Shaw, 4. Brenda Zimmerman, 5. Smila Smithers, 6. Cynthia and Jim Brydie, 7. 
Evelyn Mason, 8. Ron and Christine Erratt, 9. Len Riordan, 10. Colleen Lukey.  They will receive their prize money 
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at the first meeting back. 
Section Prizes:  Cultural: Aubrey Knowles  Crops: Aubrey Knowles  Containers: Cynthia and J im Brydie 
Decorative: Colleen Lukey   Pictorial: Bob and Sue Ballinger .  Encouragement Award:  J ill and Peter  Whit-
ney. 
 
Congratulations to all the winners.  There were 32 members competing and this year, some very close results.  Let’s 
hope we will be able to continue our Show Bench again some time later in the year.   
 

THE GREEN THUMB NOVICE by Evelyn Mason 
I’ve been gardening since I was about 12 years old. My elder brother started growing orchids when a neighbour took 
him under his ‘gardening’ wing and gave him the leftovers from his orchid collection each time he repotted and di-
vided his greenhouse full of orchids.  I took over the orchids after he left home.  Unfortunately, I didn’t qualify for 
lessons or tutelage from the neighbour but I did learn a few lessons from trial and error. In fact, I still grow a few or-
chids today and have a moderate degree of success with the hardiest! But trial and error has been my gardening tactic 
ever since. 
Last year my husband and I sold the 11-acre hobby farm we had at Hallidays 
Point. There we created several gardens out of dry stony soil which had previ-
ously been used for grazing. We then bought a villa closer to the sea with a tiny 
courtyard facing north. Well, this was a first - a north-facing backyard! The 
courtyard was a blank sheet as the previous tenants had not been gardeners so I 
started planning our tiny new garden. 
My stepson talked about growing our own fruit and vegetables so last autumn I 
planned to create an edible garden. In went the lemon and mandarin trees and 

the raspberry and boysenberry plants to grow up 
the lattice. In went a self-seeded passionfruit vine I 
transplanted from our East Killara home (the parent 
vine had been on the farm and in our last year there it produced over 1000 passionfruit!) I 
nursed the vines until the Great Lock Down curtailed our trips earlier this year. A couple 
of weeks ago I walked into the courtyard to discover that raspberries and boysenberries 
are not like passionfruit. They are not natural climbers but are what I would call 
smotherers! The passionfruit had behaved itself - well almost – and had grown up the 
lattice and over the top to form a lovely shady area for my husband’s beloved stag and 
elk horns. 
Out came the heavy equipment and several days later the raspberry and boysenberry 
vines were removed. The largest clumps went into large pots and off-shoots went into 
smaller pots to give away. I didn’t realise it would be so hard to give them away! Obvi-
ously, most people are aware they are not good garden plants! 
As for the vegetables I planted in February, the few that survived were a sad and sorry 
lot. It took Hugh’s gardening tips in Hortulanus to teach me that I should have taken into 

consideration the position of the winter sun. Yes, a north facing garden gets lots of sun but the area next to the fence 
is in total shadow all though the cooler months.  I tried to stretch the poor spindly shoots up a tomato stake but to no 
avail. I should have just dug them up and added them to the compost bin – but I came home thinking there might just 
be something to eat when we next go back!!! 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?  
Earlier this year one of our members was nearly tripped up when recommended by a friend that she plant irises in a 
sunny spot in the garden.  Having just such a spot, she set out off to her local garden centre to find some irises and to 
her surprise found that there are in fact two distinct and very different plants, both with the name Iris.  Hanging up  
were packets of bulbs with pictures of yellow and blue flowers.  Out in the nursery were pots of a plant with sword-
shaped leaves and pictures of flowers with a variety of different colours.  The Iris family does in fact have two dis-
tinct branches—irises that come from bulbs and irises that come from rhizomes.  In a lot of ways their flowers bear 
similar characteristics as you can see below.  The bulb type are generally known as Dutch Irises (Iris x hollandica) 
and originated in Portugal, Spain and North Africa. Those with rhizomes are known as Bearded Irises (Iris germani-
ca) and are endemic to Croatia.  Both are legitimately entitled to be called irises.   

 

 

Dutch Iris Bearded Iris 



INVADERS OF THE PLANT WORLD by Hugh Myers 
One unwelcome side effect of the myriad transfers of plants and seeds around the world is the translocation of 
‘invasive species’. Plants arriving on foreign shores with an agreeable environment and lack of predators have often 
become naturalised quite quickly. Those encountering a ready pollinator or a suitable means for dispersing their seed 
have been able to spread rapidly. In some cases, the new conditions have made the plants more successful in their 
new locale than in their indigenous habitat. When a plant becomes disruptive to native flora in a particular location, 
it is deemed invasive. Here are some of the worst invaders: 
Clematis vitalba is an innocuous climber  in its natural homeland of South, West and Central Europe. Howev-

er, since becoming naturalised in New Zealand in the 1930s, it has rampaged through scrubland 
and forests, smothering even 20 metre tall trees that happen to be in its path. 
Plant hunters, botanic gardens and commercial nurseries have played a major part in introducing 
alien plants. A good example is the Australian Mock Orange, Pittosporum undulatum, which 
was spread originally by the network of British colonial botanical 
gardens. It was introduced to the Cinchona Botanical Gardens in Ja-
maica in 1870 and is now invading undisturbed montane rain forest. 
The plant flowers and sets fruit earlier than most of the island’s native 
trees so there is little competition for pollinators. Its foliage contains 
oils and resins which can poison nearby plants and it sets many seeds 
that are spread into new areas by birds allowing its very successful 

transition into new areas. As well as invading Jamaica, it has become a problem in South 
Africa, Brazil, Hawaii and parts of Australia where it is not indigenous.  
The brightly coloured flowers of Lantana camara made it a popular plant in Europe when it arrived from Central and 
South America. As the colonial powers expanded into the tropics, it too began to spread. Today it is considered a 
pest in at least 50 countries. Since it was introduced into South Africa in 1880 it has invaded natural forests, planta-
tions, over-grazed or burnt veldt, orchards, rocky hill sides and fields. It arrived on Floreana Island in the Galapagos 
Islands in 1938 as an ornamental plant. Since 1970 it has replaced Scalesia pendunculata forest and dry vegetation of 
Croton macraea. Many other native plants are in danger of being eliminated as the Lantana advances. Many native 
birds are finding it very difficult to make their nesting burrows as the Lantana advances through their nesting areas. 
Rhododendron ponticum was also introduced as an ornamental. Or iginating in 
South Eastern Europe and Western Asia, it arrived in Kew in 1793 and was distribut-
ed by nurseryman Charles Loddiges. Wealthy Victorian aristocrats used it as a cover 
for pheasants on their country estates and from there it escaped to invade semi-natural 
woodland with acidic soil. Members of the genus Rhododendron are rarely invasive 
but this one was the exception. It moved rapidly into mixed oak woodland where it 
quickly shaded out herbaceous and dwarf shrubbery. A single Rhododendron ponti-
cum plant with its branches setting roots wherever they touch the ground, can cover a 
hundred square metres. On the British island of Lundy, R ponticum is threatening 
most of the local vegetation and is very difficult to clear as much of it grows on steep cliffs. It has become a severe 
problem in Western Scotland and parts of Wales where active eradication is being undertaken. 
Cogon Grass (Imperata cylindrical) This native of South East Asia is reported as being invasive in 73 coun-
tries. It infests pine woodlands, dunes, wetlands and grasslands.  Gardeners often grow a red-tipped form called Japa-
nese Blood Grass that appears to be less invasive. Scientists are afraid however that the Red Blood Grass might hy-
bridise and produce a much hardier version of the grass that could do well in colder areas. 
Japanese Knotweed (Fallopin japonica) has become a major  pest in the UK, Europe, Australia,  New Zealand 

and North America .It forms dense stands that when disturbed send out underground rhizomes 
several metres long. This enables it to start a new population away from the disturbance. This 
canny ability makes it very hard to get rid of even with chemicals. 
Water Hyacinth (Eichornia crassipies) Despite being considered one of the worst weeds in 
the world, this Brazilian native is often grown as a garden pond 
ornamental. It has large mauve flowers that sit on top of float-
ing spongy bladders. It thrives in all fresh water environments 
from lakes to road side ditches and grows in such profusion it 

can stop boats. 
Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegizzianum) This is one to be very careful 
with when handling it as it contains chemicals that can burn the human skin and 
leave it permanently scarred.  The plant has huge leaves and its 3 metre high flower 

stems form a canopy that displaces native plants 
in forests and along waterways. It seeds freely and is invasive in the UK and 
USA. 
 
 (From visits to family and friends in the UK, I have first-hand knowledge of just 
how difficult some of these plants are to remove, especially Japanese Knotweed, 
Giant Hogweed and Rhododendron ponticum. Ed.) 
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►  July is rose-pruning time—there are many schools of 
thought as to the best way to do this but one thing you must 
do for sure is to check for die-back. When you take out dead 
or diseased wood, remove it flush with the trunk. Don’t 
leave a stump of dead wood to spread disease through the 
plant. Clean your secateurs and pruning saw with a rag 

dipped in metho so you don’t carry the disease onto healthy wood. If you have a lot of die-back, paint the cut surfac-
es with a good fungicide like Triforine or Mancozeb Plus. Branches suffering from die-back should be cut back well 
below the obviously damaged wood as the infection travels downwards through the tissue inside the branch. Rake up 
all your prunings and leaves and put them in the garbage bin as they do not compost well and will be carrying dis-
ease spores.  Finish you’re your pruning with a good spray of Lime Sulphur to clean up white louse scale on the 
trunks and branches.  
 
►  We are well into the cold weather now so it is time to have a look at your azaleas. Have a look and see if the 
flower buds are starting to appear and starting to show some colour? If they are then it is time to give a good all-over 
spray with the fungicide Mancozeb Plus. This is for protection against Petal Blight, a fungus that is the bane of all 
azalea growers.  
While on this topic, if you are contemplating moving that azalea now is the time to do it while things are still pretty 
dormant. Having decided where you are going to put it, dig the hole first. Azaleas are shallow rooted and do not take 
kindly to be being planted deeper than they were in their original situation. Fill the new hole with a seaweed solution 
a couple of times and let it drain. This will ease the transplanting shock. Mix plenty of well-rotted compost into the 
soil that you are going to fill your hole with. To lift your plant, go around the edge of the foliage line with a sharp 
spade and drive it in deep so that you can lever up the plant roots. Take it straight to its new hole and put it in, firm it 
down and give it another drink of seaweed solution. Keep an eye on it for the next couple of weeks till it is estab-
lished and growing. When planting new azaleas keep them away from any new brick walls or concrete paths as the 
lime in the concrete will harm them. 
 

  Question?   In a nearby patch of bushland a shrub has put 
out half a dozen tall shoots about 2-2.5 metres high. They 
look like a giant feather duster. What are they? They are 
quite attractive. 
Answer: Unfortunately your ‘feather duster’ is a good de-
scription of Pampas Grass. This is a very nasty exotic weed 

that can spread very rapidly as the seeds travel on the wind. Cut the stems off close to the ground and dispose of 
them in the garbage bin. Paint the stumps with glyphosate as soon as you cut them, don’t wait for them to dry and 
seal off. 
 
Question?   When can I prune my lemon tree as it is getting a bit untidy?  
Answer:  Some citrus trees need very little pruning and the lemon tree is one of them. An occasional light pruning 
will keep the tree compact and will allow the light to penetrate inside and improve the air circulation around the 
leaves and branches. This will increase fruit production. It will also reduce the occurrence of disease as it will now 
become possible to check the inside branches. Get rid of any dead or diseased branches and put them in the rubbish 
bin not the compost bin.  

 HUGH’S CORNER                 
           WHAT SHOULD I 
                     BE  DOING  IN 
                                 MY GARDEN? 

 
      
      QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

 

Yesterday my husband thought he saw a 
cockroach in the kitchen. He sprayed every-
thing down and cleaned thoroughly. 
 
Today I’m putting a cockroach in the bath-
room...... 


