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COMING EVENTS  
KHS meetings remain cancelled for the time being due to COVID-19 but the Society’s annual Garden Ramble will 
be held on 11 October from 1.30-4.15pm (see details below).  
At the time of writing, the Sydney Royal Botanic Garden, Mt Tomah and Mt Annan Botanic Gardens are open 
but some of their facilities are closed. The Calyx has now opened with a stunning new display called inBloom—not to 
be missed. Whilst there, drop in on the Friends of the Botanic Gardens nursery which is open Mon-Fri from 11am to 
2pm and Sat from 10am-2pm. 
Out of town, Wildwood Gardens, 29 Powells Road, Bilpin have advised that their garden, nursery and café are now 
open.  Travelling further afield, you can visit Windyridge, 25-27 Queens Ave, Mt Wilson which is open 7 days of the 
week.  Nooroo, also at Mt Wilson, is open at the weekends. Mayfield Gardens in Oberon is open 7 days of the week.  
Highfields, 111 John Grant Rd, Little Hartley, is open on 12/13 September from 10am-4pm.   Eryldene, 17 McIntosh 
St, Gordon will be open on 12/13 and 26/27 September, 10-4pm, refreshments available.  Please check out the current 
status of these venues before travelling. 
We have been advised that the Collectors’ Plant Fair which was to be held at the end of September has now been 
postponed until April 2021.   

MEMBER NEWS 
Membership Renewal:  We still have a number of members who have not yet renewed their membership.  As we 
are not able to hold face-to-face meetings for the time being, memberships can only be paid by direct debit (BSB: 
062-173  Account: 00900110) or by cash or cheque to Helen Gilkes, 20A Normurra Ave, North Turramurra. The 
cost is $15 for a single and $20 for a double/family membership. We sincerely hope that those who have not yet 
renewed will maintain their membership as we are hopeful of resuming our normal activities as soon as the 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 
Garden Ramble:  One activity which we will be able to have is our annual Garden Ramble which will be held on 
Sunday, 11 October when three of our members (Valerie Bray, Aubrey Knowles and Christine Rethers) have of-
fered to open their gardens.  Because of the current State Government restrictions, this will have to operate differ-
ently this year as we can only have 20 people at one time in each garden.  What we plan to do is to divide up those 
who indicate they would like to come into three groups so that each group will be visiting each garden at a sepa-
rate time. This way, each group will visit all the gardens but in a different order. All you have to do is let our 
Treasurer, Robyn Brown, know that you would like to come and if you will be coming with other friends who are 
members, who they are. (Note that because of the limited numbers in each garden, this ramble is restricted to 
members and family/carer/driver only).   Robyn will then allocate you to a group and send you an email to say 
which group you are in and at what times you will be visiting the three gardens. The visits will start at 1.30pm and 
you will have up to 3/4 hour in each garden. Time is also allocated for travel between gardens and we expect to 
finish at 4.15pm.  Unfortunately this year we will not be able to have our usual afternoon tea although Christine 
will have tea and coffee available in her garden. To book a place, Robyn can be contacted on 9452 5493 or by 
email to medway2@bigpond.net.au.  
 
Maureene and Keith Smith have some exciting news—they will be on the Gardening Australia program which 
will be going to air on Friday, 16 October—don’t forget to tune in.  Because of COVID-19 they will not be able to 
hold their usual one-day Huge Plant Sale in October in aid of the National Breast Cancer Foundation but instead 
they will be holding their sale by appointment.  Members of the public can contact them for a time slot (9427 
3550) on or after Sunday, 18 October, to come and browse the plants and make their purchases.   
 
Don’t forget to have a look at our Facebook page which has had some interesting contributions recently - https://
www.facebook.com/groups/2273344029640713. 
 

Usually we would be having the society’s AGM at our September meeting which of course won’t happen this year.  
Under the present restrictions, we are legally permitted to postpone this until we can hold a formal meeting again. 
We will send out the President’s and Treasurer’s reports at that time and the current Committee will remain in place. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2273344029640713
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DIVISIONS   by Maureene and Keith Smith 
Division is one of the easiest and most efficient ways to increase your plant stock.  Many plants can be divided, both 
those growing in the ground and those in pots and probably your only limitation is size such as a Strelitzia which 
would need a front-end loader to lift it! 
The reasons to divide can vary.  A plant may have outgrown its pot or position in the garden, crowding out other 
plants.  Some like the Iris need to be divided every 3 years or so to encourage blooming. The tools you need vary 
with the size and type of plant.  They can include a sharp knife, an old wood saw, an old bush saw, a sharp spade or 
even a mattock.  Our knife of choice is ceramic, an inexpensive one from Aldi.  Soil will blunt a steel knife but not a 
ceramic one.  Plants can roughly be put in three categories, spreaders, clumpers and woody crowns. Dividing them 
differs as to which type they are.   
Spreaders are the easiest as you just cut the new plant away 
from the parent plant. 

Clumpers can be divided in situ by 
using a sharp spade to take off a 
small clump from the side.  Alter-
natively, you can remove the clump 
from the pot or ground.  Once you 
have done this, remove as much 
soil as possible to clearly see the 
root system.  While doing this be as 
gentle as you can with the root system.  Sometimes it’s easier to dunk the roots in a buck-
et of water to more easily clear away the soil. After removing the soil take time to decide 
where to make your divisions. The aim is to divide the plant so that each division has a 
good stem or set of stems that are directly connected to a 
root system.  Generally, the best approach is to cut the 

plant in half and then separate the halves into smaller divisions.  As long as a division 
has a stem or stems with roots it can be as small or large as you like. 
A plant with a woody crown is the exception to the requirement for roots on your di-
vision.  Dig up the plant and remove the soil.  Cut off sections of the crown, ensuring 
each one has some leaves attached.  These sections can be replanted as can the main 
root, again ensuring it has leaves. 
Whether potting up into a pot or into the ground, water in well with a seaweed solu-
tion or other mixture to help with transplant shock.  It is a good idea to reduce the 
amount of leaves if the division is top heavy.  This can also help with transplant 
shock. Keep an eye on your divisions over the next few weeks as they may look a bit 
sad at first. However, they should soon perk up. 
 

POTATO GROWING - Update by Christine Rethers 
Did any of you take up the challenge of growing potatoes (see August 2020 Hortulanus)?  Well I 
did and I thought you might like to see how my potatoes are progressing.  I am using several 
different types of containers, two grow bags (sourced from the Dig-
gers Club) as well as an old compost bin and a very large pot.  At the 
end of June I started off with each of these half full of soil and com-
post (mixed) and planted my chitted seed potatoes with just a light 
covering of the mixture.  Within about three weeks the first shoots 
emerged and when they were about 5cm long I covered them with 
more compost so that just the tips were showing.  I have repeated that 
several more times and my containers are now three-quarters full.  I 
plan to put one or two more layers of compost on them until my con-
tainers are full and then leave them to continue to grow and mature.  

Hopefully, I will have some lovely new potatoes to harvest in a couple of months time.  I will keep you posted!   
 

A HISTORY OF CAMELLIAS IN AUSTRALIA by Hugh Myers 
The history of Camellias in gardens in Australia is linked to the history of tea drinking. The link was forged because 
the Tea plant is Camellia sinensis. Camellias are native to many parts of Asia including southern China, Japan and 
parts of Vietnam. Tea has been drunk in this part of the world for several thousand years before moving to the West 
in 1650. Camellias were introduced to Europe from China during the 18th century. By the century’s close they were 
all the rage as conservatory plants in the gardens of the rich and famous and featured in many great gardens of Eu-
rope and England. When first grown outside China and Japan, camellias were viewed as cold tender plants but today 
with better knowledge of the climate tolerance of camellias, they are grown outdoors in gardens around the world. 
It did not take long for camellias to find their way to Australia. In the early decades of the 19th century when colonial 
gardeners quickly realised that our relatively warm winter climate suited camellias, they started to grow them in 
many of the great gardens of early colonial Sydney and Melbourne. Amongst these gardens were the large gardens of 
Elizabeth Bay House set up by Alexander Macleay and Camden Park established by John Macarthur. 
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While the gardens of Elizabeth Bay House have long been swallowed up by developers, 
camellias still abound in the gardens of Camden Park.  Built by John Macarthur and his 
wife Elizabeth in 1830 in south west Sydney, the historic gardens still remain in the hands 
of the Macarthur family. Also still growing today are some of the 
original camellias from C. Aspasia Macarthur, a chance seedling 
which grew in the garden in 1848. From this plant have come 
many other cultivars including C. Lady Loch and C. Margaret Da-
vis. 
The other name associated with camellias in Australia and known 
to most gardeners is E G Waterhouse. Eben Gowrie Waterhouse 
was born in Sydney in 1881. He was a Master of Modern lan-
guages at Sydney Grammar School and then from 1913 to 1925 
became Senior Lecturer in Modern Languages at Sydney Teachers 
College. Subsequently, he became Professor of German and Comparative literature at Syd-

ney University until his retirement in 1945. He was fluent in German, French and Italian. In his 80’s he studied Japa-
nese, becoming proficient enough to talk about camellias in Japanese to the Japanese experts. He undertook research 
into the origin of the camellia, its culture and nomenclature, resulting in the camellia regaining much of its popularity 
in Australia. His work brought him international acclaim. He helped found the Australian New Zealand Research 
Society in 1952 and wrote two books on Camellias, Camellia Quest in 1947 and Camellia Trail in 1952. In 1939 he 
founded the well-known Camellia Grove Nursery in St Ives (which has since moved to Glenorie).  

During his lifetime, his home, ‘Eryldene’, in Gordon became a lively centre for dis-
cussion attracting many well-known artists, writers, architects and designers as well 
as vice-regal visitors and diplomats. He was elected as a Trustee of the Art Gallery 
of NSW 1938 and its President 1960 -62. In 1953 he became vice President of the 
Ku-ring-gai Horticultural Society. He died aged 96 on the 17 August 1977. 
Prof. Waterhouse purchased a block of land at 17 McIntosh St, Gordon to build a 
family home. He chose William Hardy Wilson to design his house because he was 
impressed by Wilson’s previous work and his aesthetic sense and his interest in 
shadows and textures. 
The house was commenced in 1913 and this began a 23-year association between 
Waterhouse and Hardy Wilson which saw the creation of the garden and its many 
structures including a garden study in 1921, followed by a tool shed and a pigeon 
house in 1922. A Chinese inspired tea house was built in 1927 and a bold lattice 
screen and garage followed in 1936. The temple in the front garden was built at the 
same time as the house. The house and garden symbolise a more genteel way of life 

that was devoted to culture, beauty and good taste.  Today Eryldene is run by the Eryldene Trust in conjunction with 
the Eryldene Foundation.  
 

► Your citrus should be watered well at this time of the 
year, watering right out along the drip line as this is where 
all the fine roots are that take up the water and nutrients to 
keep your citrus in good form for fruit production. While 
you are about it, give your citrus a good feed of a complete 
citrus food and rake a generous amount of well-rotted ma-

nure into the soil between the drip line and the base of the tree, keeping it away from the trunk. 
 
►  It is pruning time for your Hibiscus. By pruning now while it is still in its winter dormancy you will develop a 
much bushier shrub. Shorten the branches by about a third to a half of their length and get rid of any damaged wood. 
While you are about it, have a good close inspection for any pests and remove any branches that are trying to cross 
over. Clean up any dead leaves and rubbish that might have accumulated under the bush as this a breeding place for 
fungus and other diseases. Your shrub should be fertilised now with a good all-round fertiliser which should be wa-
tered in well. Give another dose in midsummer as they are heavy feeders. 
 
►  It is important to keep the garden well-watered at this time of the year. Spring flowering plants use a lot of water 
while getting ready to come into bloom. Young seedlings and newly planted shrubs will need regular waterings so 
keep an eye on them and don’t let them dry out just because it is cool. 
 
►  With the arrival of spring it is time to have a look at your vegie patch. Did you let it run to a bed of weeds during 
the winter? It is time to get down on your knees and dig out all those perennial weeds and give the soil a good dig 
over to break up any lumps then dig in lots of compost. If your compost bin is empty, get hold of a few bags of cow 
manure. Should you have been unfortunate and have acquired some onion weed, don’t try to dig it out as you will for 
sure leave some bulbils behind. Instead, poison them with glyphosate and  then you will get the lot in one go. Use a 
small brush to paint on the solution rather than a spray can and you should see results in about 10 days. Be very care-
ful not to get any glyphosate on surrounding plants as these will be affected also.  
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      QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

►  If you are planting out vegies using seeds, don’t use the whole packet of seed in one go, rather stagger the seed 
planting over a period of time, say use 20-30% of the seeds the first time and then some more in a few weeks’ time. 
That way you will spread your crop over a much longer period and not have a glut at any one time.  
 

Question? I have a large Banksia rose and it is starting to 
get too big and out of hand. When and how much can I 
prune it? 
Answer: The Banksia rose is a low maintenance plant. The 
main flowering period is through spring so don’t think of 
pruning it in the next couple of months or you will miss out 

on a display of the lovely yellow or white flowers.  You can give it a good prune after flowering. It is a vigorous rose 
so you can give it as heavy a prune as you like if that is what is required.  
 
Question?  We planted a Port Wine Magnolia that has been in the ground now for about two years but has not yet 
flowered. I have worked azalea and camellia fertiliser into the soil but still no flowers. What needs to be done to get 
it to flower? 
Answer:  A Port Wine Magnolia (Magnolia figo) can take up to 5 years before it flowers. It is a long lived shrub that 
makes its presence known not so much by the small maroon-coloured flowers but by the flowers’ heavy scent. The 
shrub grows best in full sun and needs deep watering in dry weather. Generally, it is a trouble free shrub but now and 
then it is attacked by hard scale that can do a lot of damage. Spray it with a mixture of Eco Oil and a good pesticide 
like Confidor. Don’t use Confidor if it is in flower as it is harmful to bees. 
 
Question?  I wish to grow a lavender bush but need to know if there is anything special I should do or can I just plant 
it and keep the water up to it? 
Answer:  Lavenders form rounded shrubs about a metre or so high. There are also dwarf hybrid varieties available. 
The aromatic grey-green foliage is topped by spikes of lavender flowers. Your bush will take a year or two to reach 
maturity with flowers ranging from pale pink to the deepest purple, depending on the variety. It can be long lived 
under the right growing conditions (up to 10 years) but will be short lived if we get humid or wet summers as it hates 
wet feet. Plant your lavender in an open situation where it has good air circulation and receives full sun. The soil 
should be open and well drained. Coarse sandy or gravelly soils are ideal. If your soil is acid, add some lime at the 
rate of a 100g per sq. metre. Your bush will need regular watering to get it established but once it is, it won’t need a 
lot of water and can tolerate long dry periods without rain. Lavenders do not need to be regularly fertilised but an 
occasional application of a pelletised manure won’t hurt. While no particular insects attack lavender they will die 
quite quickly with root rot in heavy or wet soils. Lightly trim your lavender regularly to keep it compact and to stop 
it getting leggy but do not trim back into brown wood as it will not regrow from there.  
 
Question?   I wish to plant a Daphne somewhere near a window where I will be able to smell the scent. What sort of 
growing conditions does it need? 
Answer:  Daphnes prefer a position where they will receive morning sun and afternoon shade and shelter from dry-
ing winds. They do not like wet feet at all so your drainage should be first class. The roots can be kept cool by 
mulching with well-rotted manure or compost but keep this away from the main stem of the plant. Being over-wet 
for even short periods of time can induce root rot and kill the plant. Deep watering can occur during the warmer 
months but the soil should never get saturated. A case of sudden death is usually the result of an attack of root rot. 
When the leaves suddenly start to droop, suspect root rot and apply anti-rot fungicide to the leaves.  You may be able 
to rescue it if you tackle this as soon as you see it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An older, tired-looking dog wandered into my yard; I could tell from his collar and well-fed 
belly that he had a home and was well taken care of. 
He calmly came over to me, I gave him a few pats on his head; he then followed me into 
my house, slowly walked down the hall, curled up in the corner and fell asleep. 
An hour later, he went to the door, and I let him out.  
The next day he was back, greeted me in my yard, walked inside and resumed his spot in 
the hall and again slept for about an hour. This continued off and on for several weeks. 
Curious, I pinned a note to his collar: 'I would like to find out who the owner of this won-
derful sweet dog is and ask if you are aware that almost every afternoon your dog comes 
to my house for a nap.' The next day he arrived for his nap, with a different note pinned to 
his collar: 'He lives in a home with 6 children, 2 under the age of 3 - he's trying to catch up 
on his sleep. Can I come with him tomorrow?’ 

 


