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 MEETINGS COMMENCE AT 7.30PM 
ST IVES COMMUNITY HALL, MEMORIAL AVE, ST IVES 

 
       COMING EVENTS  

 

Feb 4  FEBRUARY MEETING: Speaker: Bernard Chapman ‘ Drought- 
   Proofing your Garden’ 
Feb 15/16 Royal Botanic Gardens—Tomato Festival 
Mar 3 MARCH MEETING: Speaker: Lindsay Manton ‘Succulents—a Water-wise Approach to Care  
   and Propagation’ 
Mar 28/29 Collectors Plant Fair, Hawkesbury Racecourse, Clarendon 
Apr 2  KHS Trip to the Hunter Valley Gardens (for details see below) 
April 7 APRIL MEETING 
Apr 19 Maureene and Keith Smith’s Huge Plant Sale in aid of the  
  National Breast Foundation, 45 Parklands Avenue, Lane Cove North from 10am 

Hi! 
 
We had another warm humid night for our final meeting of the year  when 71 members, friends and visitors came 
along to enjoy themselves and exchange Christmas and New Year  good wishes. 
The President opened the meeting with an interesting and amusing commentary on the past year’s activities. She 
then drew out the Lucky Door prize winners. Quite a few members took home a nice prize to enjoy over Christmas. 

After a presentation of photos from the Society’s trip to Toowoomba in September, members were invited to enjoy 
the delicious supper laid out on three tables in front of the stage.  Many thanks to all who brought along those plates 
of goodies.   
 

MEMBER NEWS 
After nearly 10 years as president, Doreen has decided the time has come for her step down from the job. We sin-
cerely thank her for the great way she has guided the Society over all these years.  However, we are delighted that 
she will to remain on the committee.  For the interim, Ted Shaw will be out new president but will maintain his cur-
rent jobs of organising trips and looking after all our computer needs.  Therefore the meetings will be run by other 
committee members. (We plan to continue with the jokes—with a special thank-you to June Popplewell).  We would 
also like to welcome Nancy Shaw onto the committee to fill a current vacancy.  
 
As with all organisations like ours, in order to maintain our vibrancy we need to attract new members so that we can 
continue to foster a love of gardening and the friendships that result.  We will be asking you to take one or more of 
our brochures to give to friends or relatives that you feel may like to know more about what the Society does.  For 
those friends and relatives that you do not have direct contact with, we will provide you with an email that describes 
what we do and you can send this to anyone you feel might be interested and might benefit by joining the Society.   

 
OUTINGS  
Thank you for all your very helpful suggestions.  From these suggestions the Outings Committee has selected the 
three following outings for the coming year. 
Thursday, 2 April 2020:  a 1-day trip to the Hunter Valley Gardens at Pokolbin. The all-inclusive cost will be $75 
which will include morning tea, lunch in the Gardens and the garden entry. Also included is a 35min shuttle train trip 
around the gardens. If time allows, we will stop for a visit to the Wyee Nursery on the way back. A booking form is 
included with this newsletter and bookings should be made with Helen Gilkes at the meeting or send the form with 
payment to her at 20A Normurra Avenue, North Turramurra 2074. Bookings will close on 13 March 2020. 
 
Thursday, 9 July to Sunday, 12 July 2020:  Queensland Garden Expo, Nambour  and gardens in the vicinity.  
Further details will be available shortly.  

TRADING TABLE at the 
March meeting (see below 

for further details) 



End of August or early September: a 1-day trip in the Sydney area to Auburn Botanic Gardens to see the beautiful 
Japanese garden and cherry blossoms, E G Waterhouse Camellia Garden, Caringbah and Flower Power, Milperra. If 
time permits, we will also visit one or two private gardens in the area.  More details as they come to hand. 
 

GARDEN TABLE     
There was no Garden Table at the December meeting but it will be in full operation at the February meeting so make 
sure you check out what interesting things are on offer.  Do remember to bring in any of your potted-up plants or cut-
tings that you can spare and they will be sure to go to a good home. 

 
TRADING TABLE 
The Trading Table will be operating at the March meeting. Members may br ing in plants to sell and 
10% of the proceeds will go to the Society with the rest to the member.   
Traders are reminded of the following requirements: only plants can be sold, all items should be in first 
class condition, pots should be clean with no soil, roots or stains on the outside of the pot.  The plant must 
be disease- and insect-free with no damaged or dead leaves and weeds should be removed.  The plant 
should be named with a label or sticker and a paddle pop stick showing the owner’s initials, the plant num-
ber and the price should be put in each pot.  On the form there are two sections, the first half is your rec-
ord.  The first column will be ticked off by the sales team as the plant is received. The second column is 
for the number of the plant so each plant will have a number from 1 to 11.  The third column is for the 
plant name – if you don’t know the name then a short description. The fourth column is the price you wish 
to receive for this plant and the fifth column is the price that the plant sold for.   On the second half of the 
form you should repeat this information so that the sales team can keep a record which they use to process 
your payment. If you want to bring more than 11 plants, then simply use another form but continue the 
numbering, e.g. the next set of plants will be numbered from 12 up to 22. You will receive your payment 
at the next meeting.  They will hand back the first half of the form to you at the end of the meeting. Please 
take home any of your unsold plants. Paddle pop sticks and extra forms will be available at the table.  
Plants will be checked in on arrival at a table outside the hall and the paper work will be signed off.   
As the wonderful team who run the Garden Table will be looking after the Trading Table, there will be no 
Garden Table for this meeting only.  The form to be completed is available with this newsletter —
just print out a copy, fill it in and bring it with you when you bring in your plants that you want to sell. 
Please bring your own bags or boxes for your purchases. 

 
SHOW BENCH  
There were some very nice roses exhibited as well a number of lovely hydrangeas of various shapes, colours and siz-
es. This month there were also some very nice exhibits of succulents and cacti.  For those of you who are not sure, all 
cacti are technically succulents because they store water but in order for a succulent plant to be considered a cactus, 
the plant must have areoles. Areoles are small, round, cushion-like mounds of flesh where spines, hair, leaves, flow-
ers and more grow from. The vegetable section was well supported with some delicious-looking beans, spinach and 
onions and there were several exhibits of home-made compost which looked good enough to eat. Exhibitors were set 
a couple of quite difficult topics in the decorative section, but as usual, rose to the challenge with some interesting 
exhibits. 
 

MAIN SPEAKERS DECEMBER 
Ted Shaw and Christine Rethers presented photos from the Society’s trip to the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers 
over four days in late September 2019. During that time, the 33 members, friends and Concord Garden Club mem-
bers visited 21 gardens, 6 parks and nurseries and 2 museums. Fortunately, we had an excellent coach driver who was 
both a local and also a garden enthusiast and the extra local knowledge was very helpful. We visited most of the prize 
winning gardens, both in town and in the surrounding countryside, as well as two railway station gardens and a num-
ber of the city parks. Unfortunately, Toowoomba was in the midst of a drought so the countryside was exceptionally 
dry, brown and dusty. In town, watering was still permitted so the gardens were looking good with an abundance of 
very colourful bedding plants and clivias. One of the country garden winners had a supply of bore water available so 
the garden just shone amidst the parched countryside. We saw a variety of styles of gardens from the quirky, to the 
ones of great botanical merit, to interesting and beautiful native gardens, to ones with interesting sculptural elements 
and pottery.  All the garden owners we met were very friendly and helpful and some of the potted plants offered for 
sale made their way back to Sydney. The public parks, totally planted out and beautifully cared for by the local coun-
cil employees, were most enjoyable. Most of our very nice meals were at the motel but we had one meal out at the 
Downs Steam Railway Museum.  Here we were shown some railway carriages that had been totally decorated (walls 
and ceilings) with Aboriginal dreamtime paintings that were just outstanding.  After inspecting these, we were served 
a very nice meal in a refurbished dining car, cooked and served by volunteers from the museum.  It was a very special 
evening indeed.  During the trip we ran a photo competition in which nine of our members participated and gave out 
four very nice prizes for the best.  A sincere ‘thank-you’ goes to Ted Shaw who organised this enjoyable trip so well. 
  



Main Speaker February:  This will be Bernard Chapman. Bernard will speak on a subject that right now is close 
to the hearts of all good gardeners—’Drought proofing your Garden’. Bernard is an expert in water conservation in 
the garden, so make sure you come along and listen carefully. It could make a big difference to your garden. 
 
Member Speaker February: This will be Bob Ballinger  who will present a set of photos taken on a tr ip through 
Mongolia. Mongolia is not on everyone's bucket list by a long shot so come along and see the gardens and landscape 
in a country we hear about but do not have a chance to visit very often. 
 

HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR CACTI 
While cacti usually come from areas that are often hot and dry for very long periods and have adapted to these condi-
tions, they still need to be watered. Many of our potted cacti may be kept outside in the relatively mild temperate cli-
mate of the east coast of Australia without needing much water, but with the way the climate seems to have changed, 
much closer attention must be paid to the water needs of these cacti. The exception to this are the small hairy Mam-
millaria cacti. These could rot very easily if given too much water or grown in a humid atmosphere. Put these in a 
relatively sheltered place where it is possible to control the amount of moisture they get. In a very dry area, a cactus 

garden will need watering once a week in summer. During winter, whether growing inside or 
outside, cacti are not watered because this is their resting period and the plants are kept dry. 
Cacti will survive cold weather provided they are kept dry. Indoor cacti are usually watered 
once a week during the summer but it all depends on how dry the atmosphere is around them 
and how quickly the pots are drying out. When watering, water well, giving the plant a good 
soaking each time, then do not water again until the whole pot has almost completely dried 
out, not just the surface. As winter turns to spring and when you see the whole plant perk up 
and start to grow, that is the time to start watering again. Choose a warm sunny day to start 
your watering program. At the other end of the scale as things start to cool down, start to ease 
off with your watering and stop all together when winter arrives. When watering, use a  water-
ing can with a long narrow nozzle so that you can water around the plant and not over the 

plant. Do not splash dirt up onto the plant itself. During the very hot weather, plants inside on a window sill might 
need to be watered twice a week. Be careful not to overwater your cacti, just damp is what you want. Overwatering 
cacti is a sure way to kill them. (Continued next month) 
 

► With the prospect of several very hot months in front of 
us, it is truly time to think and act to help our plants and 
garden. Probably the best way to protect your garden beds 
and shrubs is to buy some 50% shade cloth. Put some brass 
eyelets around the edges, attach some string so you can 
either hang the shade cloth from stakes over your beds or 
hang it off a wall using very small Dyna Hooks. Strong 

bent nails will do if you are going to hang it off a fence. Just bend the nails up a bit. Shade cloth is not UV sensitive. It 
is a good investment and will last for many years. If care is taken when making your shade cloth, you should be able 
to tie the various pieces together to make any size you want. 
 
► Are your roof gutters and water tank filters clean? Leaves left in the filters or gutters gradually break down and can 
make your tank water acidic. 
 
► Have you ever thought of using your wheel barrow as a water tanker? The average medium sized wheel barrow 
will carry three 9 litre watering cans and that will be two trips you won’t have to make back to the tap. If you are us-
ing watering cans, mix some Wetta Soil in the water. This will ensure that the water will go straight down into the soil 
and not just run off if the soil has become hydrophobic (water repellent). 
 
► Are you running an irrigation system off a water tank? Go around and check your drippers and sprinklers and 
make sure they are all working.  A dead plant is not the way to find out one is not so fix it now. Clean all the filters 
and make sure there is not a leak between the tank and the pump. 
 
► Remember that most of the fine roots that bring the water to the main plant are out along the drip line. Get hold of 
a piece of old water pipe and with a hammer drive it into the ground making a series of holes along the drip line. Then 
either put a perforated piece of PVC pipe in the hole or fill it with fine gravel . This will enable the water to get down 
deep where the roots are and not just run off. Space the holes about 20 cm apart. 
 
► A good thick layer of hardwood chips on top of the soil will help keep the moisture in the soil, particularly if it 
rains. The water will go into the soil not the hardwood chips as it does when the chips are soft pine bark or pine wood 
chips which will absorb and store the water. In addition, hardwood chips have a much longer life than pine bark chips. 
Hardwood chips will also stop a lot of weeds taking hold. 
 
► Let your lawn grow a bit longer as it will help the grass retain any water that is about. While you are about, it 
check your mower blades and see if they need replacing. If one mower blade is not closely identical with its mate then 
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the mower becomes unbalanced and makes it shake which can damage the it. A mower should cut not tear the grass. 
 
► Keep an eye on your indoor plants particularly if you have an air conditioner. Air conditioners pull a lot of mois-
ture out of the air and indoor plants can dry out quite quickly. The first signs are usually drooping leaves. If you put a 
bucket under the air conditioner drain, you will find that you can collect quite a lot of water. The water is quite clean 
and can be used on the garden so why waste it. 
 
► Have a poke into your compost heap to check whether it is still nice and damp? If it is, then all is well but if it is 
dry then do something about it. Give the heap a good turning-over, soaking it with water as you do so. This will aer-
ate the heap. Empty a couple of watering cans of water that have had several large dollops of molasses in them. Mo-
lasses mixes better in warm water. If you have not already done it, a couple of perforated plastic pipes pushed in the 
centre of the heap will help it to mature quicker as water and air can reach the centre of the heap and promote decom-
position. 

 
Question?  I have just lost a rose to glyphosate over- 
spray from next door. Is glyphosate persistent in the 
soil and how long before I can plant again in that area?  
Answer:  Glyphosate is not persistent in the soil. As a 
precaution give the soil some good soakings a couple 

of weeks apart just as a precaution. Adding some seaweed solution to your watering can would also be beneficial. 

 
Question?  Why won’t my Wisteria flower? I have had it a couple of years but no flowers.  Is there anything 
I can do. 
Answer:   It could be that your plant is still too young to flower. Wisteria can take up to three years or more 
to flower. Alternatively it could be that the soil it is growing in is too acid which in turn would mean a low 
level of phosphorous. Apply enough dolomite during the summer to raise the pH of the soil to 6.5 then 6 
weeks later scatter 4 handfuls of superphosphate around the drip line and water in. Repeat in late winter. 
 
Question?  I have a Port Wine Magnolia and when I purchased it I was told that its flowers would have a 
bubble gum type of smell. It has produced lots of flowers but no perfume. What has gone wrong?  It is fed 
regularly and is not short of water. 
Answer:    Unfortunately not all Port Wine Magnolia produce a perfume. It could be a fault in that particular 
plant’s genes. It is worth a try to water in some potassium sulphate which may improve the flowering. 
 

Question?  I am having trouble with my Poinsettia. A lot of the leaves are turning silvery white and there 
seems to be a lot of tiny white flies in amongst the foliage. What are the flies and what can I do about the 
silvery leaves? 
Answer:  The Silvery White Leaf Fly is causing your problem. Spray under the leaves with a pyrethrum 
spray and follow up a few weeks later with another spray of pyrethrum . We don’t recommend Confidor 
anymore for flowering plants because of the newly discovered problem with this product harming bees and 
other pollinating insects so just persist with the less toxic pyrethrum spray. 
 
Question? Q    I have been having trouble with two of my Hibiscus. They are both in the same bed and get 
watered regularly, however the young leaves on both plants have turned yellow and started to curl up while 
the veins have remained green. What has caused this and what can I do about it? 
Answer:  This has the earmarks of a shortage of copper in the soil. Get a bottle of copper sulphate by Ma-
nutec from your local garden centre and follow the instructions on the bottle. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
      
      QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

  

‘A White Christmas’ and ‘Chain Reaction’ 

 


