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COMING EVENTS  
No events, including KHS meetings, for the foreseeable future due to the Coronavirus situation. How-
ever, at the time of writing, the Sydney Royal Botanic Garden, Mt Tomah and Mt Annan Botanic 
Gardens are open but many of their facilities are closed (Calyx included). The cafes in each of these 
are now open but for take-away food and beverages only.   
Wildwood Gardens, 29 Powells Road, Bilpin have advised that their garden, nursery and café are 
open on 30-31 May and 6-8 June only.   

MEMBER NEWS 
In order to better keep in touch with members, KHS has set up a Facebook 
group, https://www.facebook.com/groups/2273344029640713/about/,  
where members can interact by sending in pictures and short comments on 
items of interest in their garden or gardens they have visited.  If you are on 
Facebook already, go into its search engine and type in Ku-ring-gai Horti-
cultural Society Inc.    Click on the request to join.   The Facebook Group 
administrator will check our list to confirm that you are a paid up KHS 
member and will then add you as a member. If you are not on Facebook as 
yet then you will need to create a profile. It is easy.    Here is a link to a 
simple guide: https://www.wikihow.com/Set-up-a-Facebook-Account. The 
KHS Facebook group is private to members only.   We look forward to 
meeting up online, in the meantime check out some of the interesting posts 
already there. 
 
In this newsletter, we are bringing you our usual advice columns written by 
our resident Garden Guru, Hugh Myers.  In addition, there will be contribu-
tions from some of our other members on a variety of topics which we hope 
you will find of interest.  
 

WATER FOR MY GARDEN with Ted Shaw 
A lot has happened since we went through that terrible drought last summer when our gardens suf-
fered and we worked hard during those water restrictions to try to keep our plants alive.  We lost 
some plants but the hard work paid off for those plants that survived and have since recovered with 
the lovely rain we’ve had since.  We don’t want to go through that anguish again, especially the hard 
work carrying water buckets and watering cans.  What can we do about it? 
 
During the drought there was a lot of talk about saving our rainwater from going down the storm-
water drain. There was also talk about reusing our grey water from the shower and washing machine. 

 
If we want to save rainwater from our roof for our gardens, we would need to redirect the water from our downpipes 
to some type of water storage tank.  From here we may need a pump connected to a tap so we could use a hose for 
watering. Similarly, if we want to reuse our greywater without having to lug buckets outside from the bathroom or 
laundry, we would need to have our plumbing changed to redirect the greywater to a water storage tank and then use 
a pump connected to a tap for hose watering. For both the rainwater and the greywater situations, it may sound a bit 
complicated but it may not be depending on the location of the downpipes and plumbing and their proximity to our 
gardens. 
 
So we need to get someone reliable who knows about these ‘water harvesting’ situations to come to our place, ex-
plain the options and provide a written quote.  Preferably we need three separate people to come so we get separate 
ideas and three separate quotes.  Then we’ll know what we could get, how much it would cost and we could then 
decide if we want to take it further. 
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Who do we get to come?  Referred tradesmen are always a good start so we should ask friends and neighbours.  Our 
reliable plumber is another, or at least he may recommend someone who works in this field.  Suppliers of irrigation 
equipment, tanks and pumps may also be worth considering. 
 
If you would like to discuss your situation before contacting any tradesmen, or you are having difficulty finding suit-
able tradesmen, please feel free to give me a call on 0411 274 503. Good luck!  And don’t leave it too long if you 
want next summer to be easier for you. 

From the Editor: For your information, Ku-ring-gai Council will give residents up to $500 toward the cost of the tank
(s) on the presentation of invoices.  No planning permission is required. Check out the Council’s website for further 
information and the application form (http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/Home) .   
 
Tanks can come in a variety of forms: among the options are in-ground (usually concrete), round ones and slim-line 
ones made of polyethylene or steel and ones that will fit under the house (bladder tanks made of PVC).  At my place 
we have three round ones of various sizes (4,000, 2,500 and 1500 litres) as well as two slim-line tanks (3,500 litres 
each) along the side walls of the house. All are positioned so as to be very inconspicuous and most visitors do not 
notice them and are surprised when I point them out.  We use several roofs to catch water from: the house, a cabana 
and a shed. This storage has been invaluable during drought conditions and has saved using valuable drinking water 
for keeping water up to the garden. Water can be pumped from any of the tanks as needed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SEMI HARDWOOD AND HARDWOOD CUTTINGS by Maureene and Keith Smith 
 
With little new growth suitable for softwood cuttings at this time of year, you can still 
propagate with semi hardwood or hardwood cuttings. 
For either you need: 
* A sharp cutting implement, secateurs/knife sterilised with bleach/metho.  
* Rooting hormone: commercial powder or gel, or honey.  
* Growing media: good draining potting mix or perlite or peat or a mixture of these. 
* Chopstick or the like to use as a dibble. 
* Incubator: a clear plastic bag over a frame or a soft drink bottle with the top or bottom 
cut off. 
 
Before winter sets in, semi hardwood cuttings of partly but not fully mature wood can be 
taken.  These should be reasonably flexible but will snap if bent.  To take a cutting: it 
should be 15-20cm long and having at least 2 nodes.  Nodes are important as this is 

where new roots will form.  Remove the lower leaves 
and if the remaining top leaves are large, cut them in 
half.  Cut just below a node and on one side, scrape a short portion of the stem be-
low the node.  Wet the stem, shake off excess water and dip in rooting hormone. 
 
Make a hole in your growing media deep enough that the cutting will remain up-
right then insert the plant making sure the bottom of the cutting is touching the 
media.  Firm the growing media around and repeat for as many cuttings as you 
like.  Moisten well and then incubate in a warm area with bright indirect light (not 
full sun) and ensure they do not dry out.  Be patient, it can take time for roots to 
appear.  Give a gentle - repeat gentle - pull to check if there is any resistance and 
this will indicate if roots have grown. If you have resistance, harden off the cut-
tings for a few days by taking off their covering and placing them in a bit more 
light before potting them on into small individual pots. Once they are growing well 
in their pots you can then consider trying to grow them on in your garden. 

 
For hardwood cuttings the difference is in the taking and preparing the cutting otherwise the same rules apply.  Hard-
wood cuttings are best taken in winter from mature 1 year old wood.  You need a cutting of approximately 15-20 cm 
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long, again with at least 2 nodes if possible.  Remove the tip of the cutting and all 
leaves.  Make a slanting top cut above the top node and a horizontal bottom cut below 
a node. This will ensure you plant your cutting the right way up!  Remove a slice of the 
bark below the bottom node, to give a greater surface area for the rooting hormone to 
activate.  Wet the stem, shake of excess water, dip in rooting hormone and proceed as 
for semi hardwood. 
 

CAROLUS CLUSIUS and TULIPOMANIA by Hugh Myers 
At this time of the year many gardeners are thinking about 
planting bulbs for a good spring show. Many bulbs have an 
interesting history, none more so than tulips. This is a short history of the beautiful and popu-
lar tulip. The name and man always associated with tulips is Carolus Clusius. When Carolus 
was born in France in 1526, European gardens were monotonously the same and had not 
changed much since the 8th century. Most plants growing in Arras, Clusius’ home town, 
could be found in any garden in Northern Europe. While he would have found some plants 
from southern Europe, plants of Asiatic origin would have been rare. Hollyhocks, wall flow-
ers, stock, carnations, violets and marigolds would have been common in the gardens of his 
country but there would have been no sunflowers, iris or dahlias and certainly no tulips. 
As Europeans started travelling into the Ottoman Empire, they encountered colourful plants 
that they had never seen before and brought specimens home. Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq had 

been introduced to tulips while ambassador to the Court of Sulieman the Magnificent. He supplied both seeds and 
bulbs of tulips for the garden of Maximillian the Second in Vienna where Carolus started experimenting with them 
and soon became a tulip expert. He wrote his findings in a treatise, Raricum Plantarum Historia (Latin) in 1601. 
Tulips had long fascinated the inhabitants of the lands where they grew wild, namely Turkey, Iran, Crimea, The Le-
vant, Chitral, Afghanistan and the Siberian Steppes. Tiles and other ornaments portraying tulips decorated Anatolian 
Seljuk buildings as far back as the 12th century. What made the flowers so magical was their sheer range of 
shapes and colours and the random way in which they changed from plain blooms to multi coloured ones. Tu-
lips exhibiting this change of colour were described as ‘broken’ and considered a wonder of nature. This resulted in 
‘broken’ tulips being highly prized. This effect is now known to be caused by a virus. 
Clusius later went to work in Frankfurt and then on to Leyden in the Netherlands to lay 
out a Physics Garden at the city’s new University. He took with him the best collection 
of tulips in Western Europe. He extended the range of tulips by sending bulbs to friends 
scattered around Europe. One recipient wrote back. “I owe you undying gratitude for the 
outstanding benevolence you bestowed on me when I was in Leyden last year for your 
services and above all for the precious bulbs”. (Bergen Hoyer 1597) 
People soon realised that there was money to be made from growing tulips and after Clu-
sius’ most valuable bulbs were stolen from his garden, the flowers spread rapidly across 
the Netherlands. Entrepreneurs began establishing nurseries in the Netherlands and at the 
beginning of the 17th century they were selling large quantities of bulbs to the big es-
tates. By 1620 single coloured varieties were selling for 12 florins a pound. This was 
when annual incomes averaged 150 florins. Soon tulip collecting took off and in 1624 

Semper Augustus bulbs were fetching 1200 florins each. 
Within a year, the price had almost doubled and the market was invaded by speculators 
keen to cash in on this Tulipomania. The highest price ever asked for a Semper Augustus 
bulb was quoted in the Nederlandisch magazine as 13,000 florins. In today’s currency that 
is $780,000 for a single bulb. In those days that would have bought you a fine house in the 
middle of Amsterdam overlooking the canals. By 1637 the bubble had reached bursting 
point as sellers exceeded buyers and the market collapsed. For a time tulips became worth-
less, even despised. The professor of Botany at the university in Leyden where Clusius had 
first planted his bulbs in Dutch soil, came to hate them so much he attacked them with his 
walking stick whenever he saw them. By now Clusius had died but his passion for tulips 
had changed the face of Northern European gardens for ever and sown the seed for the bulb 

industry that thrives in the Netherlands today. Over 20,000 hectares of bulbs are now planted out each year and in 
2018 the value of tulips produced exceeded €215,000,000. The industry is so efficient that a bulb dug out of the 
ground at 6.00am in Holland can be on sale in New York by 4.30pm that afternoon.  
 

►   The shortest day of the year occurs in June and then the 
days slowly get longer and before you know it, it is spring. 
If you are thinking of planting a fruit tree, now is the time 
to do it. The main thing to remember is that most fruit trees 
are sold bare rooted and those roots should not be allowed 
to dry out. So get all your digging and preparation done 

before you buy your tree. If you have bought your tree and for some reason cannot plant it, keep the roots wrapped in 
a wet hessian bag till it is ready to go into the ground. Do not add fresh manure or fertiliser to the soil when planting 
bare rooted plants as it will burn the roots. Fresh manure should be allowed to ‘mature’ in some remote part of your 
garden for 6 months before it is used. 

 HUGH’S CORNER                 
           WHAT SHOULD I 
                     BE  DOING  IN 
                                 MY GARDEN? 
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Tulipa clusiana (species) 

 



 
 

►   Thinking of planting a rose? It is time to get a move on. Remember roses need full sun to grow well and a rose in 
full sun today could finish up in shade in a year or two. Consider what trees and shrubs are growing around the area 
where you wish to put your rose. Roses grow weak and spindly in the shade and become prone to diseases like white 
louse scale, black spot and downy mildew. 
 
►  With the advance of the cold weather, many gardeners start to think along the lines of snowdrops and snowflakes. 
They are two different bulbs. NSW gardeners should think along the lines of snowflakes. They tolerate the warmer 
NSW climate. Snowdrops do particularly well in Victoria. 
 
►    Have you got some old clumps of perennials like cannas, day lilies, iris or salvia. Now is a good time to dig 
them up and get rid of the old plant material. Break up the old clumps and only retain the new vigorous growth. Dig 
in a lot of organic matter and then plant the good bits that you have retained. Water in with a couple of buckets of 
seaweed solution to get them on their way. Keep an eye on the new plantings until you are sure they have taken. 
 

Question?   Every now and then when I am reading a gar-
dening book, I come across a reference to ‘Biochar’ and 
indications that it is a good thing and that I should use it. 
However, they never say what it is. Please enlighten me. 
Answer: Biochar is used to improve your soil. It has been 
around for hundreds of years. Biochar is produced using 

agricultural waste such as chicken manure, rice husks and peanut shells. It is burnt in an oxygen-deprived environ-
ment and all the non-carbon material is turned to a gas, leaving pure carbon. This carbon material enhances any soil 
it is added to, promoting better growth and water retention.  
 
Question?   I have an area of clay soil down the back that I wish to grow vegetables in. How can I break up the clay? 
Answer: Dig in lots of gypsum. Gypsum is a form of calcium and is used to break up clay soils so that they are easi-
er to work. Unlike many other forms of calcium, gypsum will not alter the pH of the soil. Once you have broken up 
the clay, dig in lots of compost and cow manure. Leave the area stand for a couple of months and then you can start 
planting. Gypsum can come in a liquid form or as a powder.  The liquid form works fastest. 
 
Question?    I want to plant an orange tree and a lemon tree in my back yard and am considering a Valencia orange 
and either a Eureka or Meyer lemon. What do you think? 
Answer:  A Valencia orange is a good choice. It will grow to about 4 metres so get your site right. I think a Eure-
ka lemon is a better choice than a Meyer lemon. It is tougher and will produce fruit most of the year. It also grows to 
about 4 metres. Meyer lemons only grow to about 2 metres and do well in large pots. 
 
Question?     I have a couple of cymbidium orchids in the house and they are in the pots I bought them in. They have 
finished flowering so should I put them outside now? 
Answer: Yes, they can go outside now, put them where they will get good light but not hot sun. They should be 
sheltered from strong winds and hard weather. You can bring them back inside when they start show signs of flower-
ing again. 
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